Of Moria anpo the Oeluings of the
Owaroes

In which the Oelouings of the Dwaroves aAre oescrioed In brief, each 1in the
OROERrR Of Thelr Founding.

The oloest of the Dwaroven Oeloes, the 1°° Deep Lies AT
The bottom Of SreAT NATURAl STAIR. A GREAT FORT Of
polisheo obsirolan TUARDS The passages leading ToO Tthe

sreAt Abyss.

Ommrill Gate was dbullt An© fortifieo Above the Great
Oescent to protect the 1°° Deep. At the oot of the
mIShTy sSTAIR The aAbanooneo Eloer IMines were Later
exXpAnNoed AND ADORNED WITh MAnNny sTtATUes ANO
caroings of Dwaroen Lloros.

The Orioge of Khazao-oum was ever A sgmbol of
Moria. The nataral stone arch prooroes the only

meaAns of passage From the 1°° Oeep to the west.

Lying begono the Orioge of Khazao-oum, 1°° hall serveo
AsS The seat of ODwaroen power, housing the Citaoel of
Kings ano the man Meet hall of the realm.

The echoes of A GrREAT rRIOERr, the Sillversonyg, orew the
Owaroen miners to the caves that woulo become the
97° hall. Few pass through the Cave of Voices withodt

heARrIng Their own fAte 1IN the RIVEer's song.

The Dwaroves polloweo the odtgrlow of the Sillversonyg
to the great lake known as Olack Waters. There
they bailt the Cirtaoel of Olooo ano founoeo 2”° Veep



while 9155INg The SreAT veins OfF COAl, copper AN IRON
VISCOVERED IN NEARDY CAVERDS.

Copper veins From aboove lead to the 3°° Deep, where
RICD veIns Oof copper crosseo A vAastT silloer Llooe In the
Vale of Oust. It was here the Owaroves fFIRST Founo
Michril, memoriaAliziIng The discovery I A greAat Silloer
Arch.

With the o1scovery of Ihthril, Knazao-oum's place as
the home of the Dwarves wAs secureo. The 3%° hall
wAs begun As A great clan hall ano market, A place

where the Dwaroves couldo gaTher AN TRADE with eAach

OTher ANO© OUTSIOERS.

DURING eXCADATIONS FOR The 3°° hall, A sreat 1cy pIt
WAS duncoovered In the oepths. €xploration of the Chill
Deep, AS 1T WAS NAMED, URCOUEered RICH 0eposITS Of
semstones Ano other metals. These mines formeo the
heart of the 4 Deep.

Oegono the Chill Deep A great unoergrodno lake, 1ts
shores Uineo with glant fangal growtThs became the
core of the 4 hall. It was here the Citaoel or Dells
wAs bailt, 1ts great chimes tolung the hours
Throughodt the oepths.

With work on the 3%° ano 4™ halls almost complete
Tthe Dwaroes began work on the greAat shAafts TthAT
wodulo prooroe aoortional LUight An© AIR TO The depths. In
Thelir upwARD JIG5ING They encountered A DAST CADERN
Filleo with more of the strange rungal growths. The



5% hall was createo overlooKIng this wooolano, Ao
mangy of the wealthiest Dwaroves owelt here.

The 5" Deep was DISCOVERED DURING ThE GREAT
WEeSTWARD excAavATion, which Followeo A thin trall of
Michril to A vastT uanoergroun® lake. The blino cave
r1sh or the Oeep lakes proovroeo aoortional FOo00 for
the Dwaroen popdalation, while aooitional oeposits of
silover, copper AN TIN ORrew Them ever oeeper.

Oailt within A cariously regular ARRAY OF nAaTUrAl
caverns, the 6 hall was a relatively minor sweluns.
Its chier attraction was the Well of Night, A near
perfrect verticAal shart leading InTto the oepths.

Paursaing the ever oesiraLle IMThthril, the Dwaroves
openeo the 6™ Veep, one of the oveepest Velves 1n
Khazao-oum. There they bailt the Citacel of Oronze,
A MIGHhTY FORTRESS TO serove As A lAsT retreAt shoalo
The worstT happen.

Datural caverns d1scovereo odring earlier
excavations leo to the 7" Deep, an 1L pateo Delve
containing The Vog, A hrooen wedlano of slime ano

oecay.

The 8™ Deep WAS FOUNOED AS PART Of The wesSTWARD
expansion of Knazao-oam, mang of 1ts halls ocoverlook
The vast oepths of the Oosroian Jalg, A oreaoral
CADERDN OF RAZOR sharp rock.

The last of the great clan halls, the 7" hall was
Founoeo overlooking the Vasty Caovern, A beaatiful



Uimestone grotco rilleo with vast natdrAal scalptures

or Flowstone, stalagmites ano stalactces.

Continuing the western push, the 9% Deep was ouyg
OUER DAST 0epoOsSITS OfF IRON AN sllver. Aooitional
oeposits of IMithril cementeo 1ts place oespite A

Series Of UnNnfFortunAte oeAaths movoloing the
explORATION Of A series Of natdral caves uncooereo

neaArby.

exploration of the Well o Night 1n the 6 hall leo to
the 10™ DVeep, A rather dismal Delve rull of smoke
ARD fFdme.

While 0I55In5 apwARD From the 10™ DVeep to clear the
roal rumes rrom that Oeloe, the Dwaroes
encountereo A wealth of copper, silver, TN, IRON ANO
coal. This mine complex eventually became the 11
Oeep.

excavations beneath the 2”° ano 3*° halls leao to the
Founoing of the 12°” Deep An® the START Of the Great
Oore, A huge shaprt following A rRIch vein ogf Mithril
beneath Celeboll.

The Great Dore continued to the 13" Deep, where 1T
eventually plageo odt In A maze of natdral caverns.
Couentually sharts rrom both the 127 ano 13" Deeps

were openeo Into the lower levels of the Abyss.

The 147 Deep representeo further work mn the orive

westT. It was A relatively animportant Oeloe, known



PRIMARILY AS A CROSSROADS between moRre IMmpPORTANT

locations.

PAartT of the western expansion, the 15% Deep turneo
Into A fall-fleogeo Oeloe when great 0eposITts OfF fIne
marbDle Ano granite were olscovered Along the riIm of

A greAt chasm known as The Voro.

The 16" Deep represents the cduminATion Of Tthe Treat
westwaRro orive. laoyg's Tears, the RIver some say 1S
The source of the Sirannon, Flows throagh this great
Oelve. The fortifieo passage leaoing to holun Gate

Also passes through this region.

The 17°” Deep was founoed near the 16™, aAno Formed
The core of the Dwaroes western workshops ano
Forges. The greAtT fFire vents ThAT prooroe the
FURNACeEe heAT FOR ThIS GrReAT smithy Are uanmAatcheo

saove perhaps by the fires of IMoroor 1tsel f.

holun Gate 1s the western exit From Khazao-oum. Its

openIiNg ProuIded AN eAsSy TRADE rRoute between the

Owaroves Ano the Noloor.

Rich vemns of IMithril leading WesSTWARD ANRD D0WN
rrom the 6" Deep lead to this DVDelove, the 18" Veep. It

1S One Of the deepest poINTs 1IN The IMnes.

One of the upper Oeloes, the 19" Deep was openeo
Afrter exploration of natdral caverns lead to
dIScoveries Of VAST gem oeposits here. The fame, A
FAsT flelo of burning LAvA, prOOUIOES DeAT FOR A DAST

FOorge here as well.



The 20™ DVDeep wAs opened AS A SOURCE Of marble Ano
GRARITE FOR FORTIFICATIONS ANO scdlpture. It
eventually houseo the Great Arena where contests
OF sTrength Ano carIng were helo by the Dwaroes.

The 21°° Deep was the last of the great Oeloes. It 1s A
relatioely minor sicte, noteo only FOR RICH 0eposITS OfF

coal, AND DAST TAR PITS.



